The timing of laparoscopic cholecystectomy following an attack of acute biliary pancreatitis is controversial. The 
ing an attack of acute biliary pancreatitis is controversial. The traditional approach of interval cholecystectomy has been challenged recently. The present study was designed to evaluate the benefits of interval laparoscopic cholecystectomy for patients with mild acute pancreatitis ( 
INTRODUCTION
Gallstones and biliary sludge are the most common etiology of acute pancreatitis [1] [2] [3] . Cholecystectomy is mandatory to avoid recurrence, whereas the timing of surgery is still controversial [4] . Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is now the standard procedure in the management of gallbladder stones, but experience in instances of acute pancreatitis is limited [5] [6] [7] . Moreover, in a multicenter study, most surgeons regarded acute pancreatitis as a contraindication for laparoscopic cholecystectomy [8] , while others advocate early surgery, performed shortly after resolution of acute pancreatitis, pointing out the increased technical difficulty of the laparoscopic method [3] . The wide acceptance of endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) and endoscopic sphincterotomy for urgent decompression of the biliary system [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] patients.
There were no complications related to the ERCP.
Laparoscopic surgery was performed after an interval of [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] weeks to allow the acute 
